Bilateral striatal necrosis in hemolytic-uremic syndrome.
A 41-year old resident of a nursing home presented with bloody diarrhea, and subsequently developed hemolytic-uremic syndrome. E. coli serotype O157:H7 was isolated from the stool culture. At autopsy she was found to have bilateral symmetrical striatal necrosis involving mainly the putamen and lateral globus pallidus. The main microscopic findings consisted of coagulative necrosis, endothelial damage and microthrombosis. Scattered microscopic lesions of similar appearances were noted in the parietal cortex, external capsule and fornix. This case is of particular interest because of the rarity of bilateral striatal necrosis in hemolytic-uremic syndrome and the recent experimental data which implicate E. coli endotoxin in the pathogenesis of cerebral lesions in this syndrome.